
Dallastown Area Middle School 
PTO Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 6, 2016 
 
Attendance:  Heather Adler, Chad Bumsted, Julie Crump, Donna Dunkerley, John Hartman, Emily Lauer, 
Jennifer Long, Beth Martin, Kristin McDermott, Jennifer Seitz, Stephanie Stein 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
The meeting was called to order at 1:04 p.m.  Kristin McDermott welcomed everyone to the 
meeting. 
 

II. Secretary’s Report 
Jenn Seitz said the minutes from the last meeting have not yet been posted to the PTO website.  
They will be posted as soon as possible and can be voted on at the next PTO meeting. 
 

III. Treasurer’s Report 
John Hartman distributed a packet of documents for the PTO’s consideration.  The first was a list of 
all transactions from the 2015–2016 school year.  The second was the 2015-2016 budget.  The PTO 
spent about $1600 more than it took in last year, mostly due to a special assembly.  The Girls’/Boys’ 
Overnight Leadership Development (GOLD/BOLD) fundraiser looks like it did not come in as 
budgeted, but that is due to the purchase of inventory.  The third document was the proposed 
2016-2017 budget.  A motion to approve the 2016-2017 DAMS PTO budget as presented was made 
by Kristin McDermott and seconded by Donna Dunkerley.  The motion carried. 
 
Mr. Hartman said the PTO currently banks with First National, but has been in discussion with White 
Rose Credit Union in Dallastown to switch over to them.  The location is much more convenient to 
the school.  There were no objections from the PTO to making that change.  
 

IV. Principal’s Comments 
Chad Bumsted said the first day of school was great.  Grade-level assemblies were held to introduce 
the students to this year’s theme, “Honoring You, Me, and Us.”  This theme will focus on treating 
each other with dignity and celebrating others’ successes, recognizing the contributions and gifts 
every student brings to the community, and realizing what can be accomplished as a team working 
together.  Last week a safety overview assembly was held to cover evacuation and lock-down 
procedures as well as the Permission to Survive philosophy.  The first cycle has gone well with good 
responses from the faculty and students.  Mr. Bumsted is always open to ideas or suggestions of 
how things could be handled differently. 
 
At the November meeting Mr. Bumsted will present the master schedule for what is on the horizon 
for the Middle School.  This schedule is the result of a recommendation from the Committee of 
Teachers. 
  

V. PTO President’s Comments 
Ms. McDermott said the PTO received several thank you notes after Teacher Appreciation Week last 
year. 
 



PTO meetings have always been held at rotating times to accommodate different parents’ 
schedules.  Over the past several years, the evening meetings were very lightly attended, so this 
year the PTO decided to try holding the meetings at 9 a.m. and 1 p.m.  If that becomes a problem 
alternative meetings can be held in the evenings again. 
 
School district calendars are on sale for ten dollars.  Proceeds benefit the Dallastown Area Education 
Foundation (DAEF). 
 

VI. Committee Reports 
a. Box Tops for Education 

Beth Martin said the first contest of the year is currently underway.  The winning homeroom will 
receive ice cream and/or fruit bars as a reward.  Another contest will be held over the winter. 
 

b. Giant A+ and ShurFine Rewards 
A substantial check was received from last year’s rewards program.  Debbi Bruner is the 
Rewards Chairperson, although she does not even have a student in the building this year.  A 
new chairperson will be needed for next school year.  Any rewards numbers that have not 
already been shared with the PTO are more than welcome. 
 

c. GOLD/BOLD Sock Sales 
The PTO has inventory of these spirit socks left over from last year.  The plan is to sell them at 
the upcoming Back to School nights.  Volunteers are needed for those nights.  Moving forward 
socks will be ordered off a form instead of cash and carry so the PTO does not have a surplus 
and a different fundraiser can be held next year. 
 

d. Book Fair 
There was miscommunication with Scholastic and the Book Fair cannot be held on the 
previously scheduled dates.  Several options were identified for Mr. Bumsted to look into so the 
PTO can finalize the new Fair dates with Scholastic.  Volunteers will be needed for this event. 
  

e. Fall Tailgate Party 
The date has not been selected for this event, but it will be held when there is a Middle School 
Home football game.  The Tailgate Party is usually two dollars per student and includes pizza and 
drinks, the marching band performs, and there is a DJ.  After the party students can watch the 
football game or get a ride home.  Volunteers will be needed for this event. 
 

f. Middle School Student Council Fundraiser 
Volunteers are needed later in the week to help sort the fundraising orders and count the 
money that comes in. 
 

g. Book Sorting for Fall Festival Book Sale 
The Fall Festival will be held on October 1 to benefit the DAEF/Scholarship Fund.  The Middle 
School is responsible for the book sale, and volunteers will be needed to sort the books that 
come in. 
 
 
 
 



VII. Member Comments 
Donna Dunkerley asked if the students are doing anything to thank the American Legion for 
donating their t-shirts.  Mr. Bumsted said he sent an official thank you letter from the school.  It was 
agreed that a thank you banner will be printed by the art teachers for the students to sign. 
 

VIII. Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Jenn Seitz and seconded by Kristin McDermott.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1:37 p.m. 
 
The next PTO Meeting will be held on October 4, 2016 at 9 a.m.  Dr. Dyer will attend this meeting. 


